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(Adapted from Kip A. Cates, “Lost in Translation,” The Japan Times ST:
December 29, 2017)
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(a) The Japanese wanted to help
(b) The Americans wanted to go to a bus stop
(c) Both groups were trying to communicate but couldn’t connect

(d) The Americans wanted to go to a sento, a public bath
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Here we are at university. Finally. I'm so glad to be here.

I know what you mean. Im really looking forward to being a
university student.

Me too. (1 )

Really? You enjoyed high school? Didn’t you feel a lot of pressure?
What do you mean? I enjoyed high school. Every day there was
something new. ( 2 )

I'm talking about studying for the entrance exam. There was so
much to think about. My teachers worked hard to help us, but I still
worried a lot.

High school wasn't much fun for me either. It was so busy. I liked
junior high more. It was more comfortable in junior high and I had a
lot of chances to get to know other students.

I liked junior high school too. The classes were more interesting than
in elementary school.

How can you remember classes from elementary school? 1 can't
remember anything from when I was that young. You have a great
memory.

Another thing I liked about junior high school was the uniform. I felt
so proud when I wore it.

Well, I liked junior high, but I didn't like wearing the uniform. It
wasn’t such a big deal, ( 3 )

But rules are rules ... and school rules were especially strict. I'm
trying to remember something from my elementary school days.
What was your favorite thing?

The school trip. (4 )

Oh ... the class trip. My class trip was terrible. It rained the entire
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time.

How about the Sport’s Festival? Do you remember that?

Oh, I remember it. My team lost ... badly. And it rained on that day
too.

How about junior high? Do you have any good memories from your
time there?

Not really. (5 ) Talk about bad luck ... the building was rebuilt
the year after I graduated.

Wow. I can see why you liked high school better than junior high
and elementary school. Don't worry. I'm sure our university days

will be interesting.
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(Adapted from Richard Wiseman, Quirkology, 2007, Macmillan)
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Club activities are a big part of the school experience in Japan. Suppose

there is a plan to end all club activities. Write an argument to support or

reject this plan in about 100 words of English.






