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(Adapted from Colin Joyce, Now How to Japan: Fresh Discoveries, Further
Reflections, 2016, Sankensha)
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A traveler stops at an information desk at Haneda Airport International

Terminal to ask for help.

Staff:

Traveler:

Staff:

Traveler:

Staff:

Traveler:

Staff:

Traveler:

Staff:

Traveler:

Staff:

Traveler:

Staff:

Hello, is there something I can help you with?

Yes, I'm afraid I'm lost. You see, I just arrived from Chicago. My
smartphone doesn’'t work in Japan. I'm trying to figure out which
train I should take.

I see. Well, where do you want to go?

I need to go to an office building near Shinjuku Station.

Ok, let me see here. First you should take the Keikya Airport Line
to Shinagawa Station. Then transfer to the Yamanote Line and this
train will take you to Shinjuku Station.

So, I have to transfer trains at Shinagawa Station?

Yes, that is correct. Usually, ( 1 )

Great! Thanks for your help.

You're welcome.

(Steps away from the information desk, but then quickly returns) I'm
sorry to bother you again, but could you tell me which platform the
train departs from?

Yes, of course. It's platform six. Do you see the newspaper stand
over there in front of the staircase? (The staff worker gestures
towards the staircase and the traveler nods) (2 ) The train
leaves from there.

That's very helpful, thank you. By the way, I still need to buy my
ticket ... Can you tell me how much time I have until the next
departure?

Let me check the schedule ... Oh dear, I'm sorry, but the train
- 4 -



Traveler:

Staff:

Traveler:

At (

leaves in five minutes. ( 3 ) The next express train won't
leave for another 40 minutes. Are you in a hurry?

Actually, yes. I have an important meeting in 45 minutes. I didn't
expect to get so lost in the airport, and now I'm going to be late!
(4 ) They are more expensive, but there are always some
waiting right outside and there isn't much traffic this time of day.
(5 ) You can arrive on time for your meeting if you leave
Nnow.

I guess I don’'t have a choice. T'll go grab a taxi. Thanks again for

your help.
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(Adapted from James Gorman, “In Ice Age Siberia, a Meeting of Carnivores

May Have Given Us Dogs,” The New York Times. Jan. 25, 2021)
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Recently, more and more people learn through watching videos on

computers and smartphones. What are the strengths and weaknesses of

learning by video? In English, state your ideas in about 100 words.






