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太田　和也
長方形


(Adapted from Karen Armstrong, Twelve Steps to a Compassionate Life,
2011, Anchor Books)
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Three students are discussing Sustainable Development Goals (SDGSs).

Takeaki:

Karen:

Alberto:

Karen:

Alberto:

Takeaki:

Alberto:

Karen:

Takeaki:

Alberto:

Karen:

So, recently at school we have been learning a lot about SDGs, right?
Yeah, they are really popular these days. I guess they are important
to learn about, as they address all of these different global challenges
we face.
For sure!l The other day I received my gas and electric bills and I
could not believe how much they have gone up over the past several
months. (1 )
Yes, we cannot live without energy. After learning about it in class,
I began to wonder how much energy I consume every day from my
smartphone to heating up my bathwater.
Well, Japan heavily relies on imported fossil fuels, so ( 2 ) We
definitely need to find more sustainable and inexpensive ways to
generate energy.
I couldn’t agree with you more! Recently I have noticed many new
homes have solar panels on the roofs.
Yeah, (3 ) This could help reduce the country’s dependence on
imported energy sources.
Yeah, my grandparents live near the coast and they told me a large
offshore wind farm is being built there.
I guess since Japan is surrounded by oceans, ( 4 ) And hopefully
at the same time, it will reduce the cost of energy!
I hope sol I'm also interested in how technology is being developed
that is more efficient and thus requires less energy.
Yeah, I recently read about smart homes that use the Internet of
Things (IoT) technology.
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Takeaki: I read about that, too. ( 5 )
Alberto: It is definitely exciting to live in the age of smart technologies and

how they might be used to make our homes use less energy.
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(Adapted from Markham Heid, “Human to Dog: You Complete Me", Time,
2018)
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After reading this passage, I learned that humans have built a special
relationship with dogs. I was particularly moved to know that many of
them chose to stay with their owners even during the dangerous

Hurricane Katrina.



The issue of gender equality has become an increasingly important topic in

Japan in recent years. Write a 100-word essay in English which first discusses

the progress that has been made in terms of gender equality, and then some of

the challenges that still remain.





