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Archaeological sites dating from the Jomon period are usually found on hills facing
the ocean or on terraces facing a river. Pit dwellings and graveyards have been excavated
from these sites. A great many pieces of earthenware and stoneware have been excavated.
The discovery of shell middens containing bones of fish such as sea bream and sea bass,
birds such as pheasants and ducks, and wild animals such as deer, wild boar and rabbits
tell us that these particular animals were a source of food. Although with regard to food,
clothing and shelter we are able to éonjecture to a certain extent as to the food and
dwellings of Jomon man, we know virtually nothing about their clothing. The reason for this
is that textiles rot and so do not survive. Because it is also difficult for vegetable foods such
as (2)chestnuts and walnuts to survive, it is hard for us to know the extent to which Jomon
man ate such foods. With dwellings too, the failure of wood to survive means that we don't
know about the structure of their dwellings. » » .

However, when sites adjoining rivers, swamps and lakes are discovered,(3) there are
cases where textiles and wooden materials survive due to immersion in water. They

survive because they are not exposed to air and so do not oxidize. While in the past
excavation of this type of marshland site was quite uncommon, recently there have been
excavations of marshland sites dating from the Jomon period in various parts of. Japan.
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